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Abstract:

You sacrificed everything for us, and we were never able to forgive you for it.

You gave up on us, and on life, too soon.

I think we could have been friends.
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The rogue who was my dad had sired two children—the first, I suspect, to Save the Marriage, and the second—that
would be me—a late-summer, alcohol-fueled Mistake. Dad moved out as I started school. It’s reasonable to suppose
that she still loved him, for a while. I saw her crying. Once.

She had no life but for us, the boys. She made that abundantly clear.

She did her best with us, and on most measures, it did the trick. We grew up. We clean our persons and our rooms.
We vote in most elections. We value values.

She would have wanted to be remembered as a Tiger Mom. She made sure I went to school and did my homework
and read actual books and could compete in Scrabble. But by eleventh grade, I was largely on my own, and she was
more of a Capuchin Monkey Mom, off foraging for food in the daytime, throwing nasty barbs at night to try to keep me
home. And after my older brother fled, as I lurched uncertainly into independence, she evolved into more of a Snapping
Turtle Mom, scary until confronted, then slinking slowly away.

She said my first wife wasn’t good enough—for me and thus for her. Then she said my second wife was too good for
everyone. The third and last wife almost fixed it all, but she arrived too late. Mom liked her grandkids well enough,
although way down she probably wondered, after all that she’d been through, why I’d ever thought to have them.

We drifted more and more apart.

And then, one day, Mom slinked away for good, to southern California, where Grey Panthers go to fight and then to
die.

She would show us.

She proved we didn’t love her.

 

Postscript:

Hey, Mom, can we talk?

Your grandkids are grown-ups now. I sacrificed practically nothing for them, for which I hope they’ll one day forgive
me. You have two great-grandchildren, and more are likely on the way. I’m 69, as grown up as I’m ever going to be,
and I think I may be ready to get to know you.

I think we could be friends.
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Stephen J. Brown is a retired technology consultant and college administrator. After
telling stories for fifty years, he’s finally getting around to writing some of them down.

Why is this flash piece nonfiction?

"Because I learned long ago that making stuff up could get me into big trouble," Stephen writes.
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